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A juvenile cymothoid isopod (Crustacea) infesting an Obliquemouth sweeper,
Pempheris japonica (Perciformes: Pempheridae)

Abstract. A juvenile cymothoid isopod (Crustacea) infecting an Obliquemouth sweeper, Pempheris

Jjaponica Déderlein, 1883 (Perciformes: Pempheridae) was found from a rocky coast in Enoshima, inner

part of the Sagami Bay, Pacific coast of central Japan. Although identifying species or even genus with

juvenile specimens are almost impossible due to the undevelopment of important taxonomic characters,

the present paper aims to record the existence and to describe the morphological characters of this

juvenile specimen for further understanding of early life history in cymothoid isopods. This juvenile

isopod resembles to the previously reported juveniles of two unidentified species infecting Neon

damselfish Pomacentrus coelestis Jordan & Starks, 1901 and Okinawa rubble goby Trimma okinawae

(Aoyagi, 1949) respectively, but can be distinguished by the shape of frons, the setation of pereopods,

and the length of appendix masculine.
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