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A Note on the Length Variation of Lower Carnassial Tooth in the Japanese
Wolves in Comparison with the Related Subspecies

1)

Kazue NAKAMURA1)

Abstract.  It is apparent that there were two forms of wolves in Japan; the larger wolf (Canis lupus hattai
Kishida, 1931) from Hokkaido and the smaller wolf (Canis lupus hodophilax Temminck, 1839) from Honshu, 
Shikoku and Kyushu from the evidence in comparison with their lower carnassial tooth length and based on 
the geographical separation between Hokkaido and Honshu. I considered that the Japanese Wolf (Canis lupus 
hodophilax) would be originated from Late Pleistocene large wolves, then has dwarfed in Honshu after post-
glacial epoch. However, M1 size of the holotype, is remarkably smaller than any other wolves from Honshu 
south, so further research for the origin and taxonomic position is needed.
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1. M1

n: , mean: mm , sd:
a g: Davis & Valla(1978).
f': Kurten(1965).
h: Dayan et al. (1992).
h': Davis & Valla(1978).
i: Abe(1930), (1939), (1965), .
j: Pocok(1935), (1939), (1984) .
k: (1936).
l: (1965), (1999) .
m: (1999), (2004) .
n: (1965), (1976), (1986) .
o: (1941).
p: (1984).
q: Shikama(1949), Saito(1957), Shikama & Okafuji(1958), (1962), (1965), (1988), (1998) .
r: Pei(1934), Zheng et al. (1985) .
T: ( , 2002)
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