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Notes on the oldest specimens of Japanese vegetable crops

in C. P. Thunberg collection of the Uppsala University Museum of Evolution
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Wataru Onnisar”, Norihisa TANAKAD & Teruo Karsuyama®

Abstract. Carl Peter Thunberg (1743-1828) had been stayed in Japan at the latter part of
the Edo period, had collected many plant specimens and reported the Japanese flora with
Linnean taxonomic systems as “Flora Japonica”. At present, almost all of his collections
are kept in the herbarium of the Uppsala University Museum of Evolution (UPS). Because
of those taxonomic interests, that collection had been investigated and reported about
especially in the type specimens of Japanese wild plant species. However, though not only
wild plants, there are several vegetable crop specimens contained in Thunberg collection,
there was less attention for these specimens except that they are the record of “Flora
Japonica”. We confirmed the presence of the specimens of beans, cereals and vegetables,
contained in the Thunberg collection that had been collected at the late of Edo period (18 th
century) in Japan. However, there are only 10 vegetable crop species certainly that had been
collected in Japan. Although we found only few species, these specimens are the oldest ones

as vegetable crop specimens that had been cultivated in Japan.
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1. No. 07047, Sium japonicum (Fig. 1)

3t U Petroselinum crispum (Mill.) Nyman ex A.
W. Hill var. japonicum (Thunb) Hara in Bot. Mag.
Tokyo. 61:3 (1948)
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RNEYELTHLNDVED B TH D,
2. No. 07069, Sison canadense p (Fig. 2)

2 X Cryptotaenia japonica Hassk.
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3. No. 08037, Allium cepa a. (Fig. 3)

% < 2% Allium cepa L.
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4. No. 08044, Allium fistulosum p (Fig. 4)

2 Allium fistulosum L.
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5. No. 08859, Oryza sativa . (Fig. 5)

A % Oryza sativa L.
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7. No. 15371, Sinapis japonica (Fig.7)

717 ) Brassica juncea (L.) Czern. subsp.
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8. No. 16758, Dolichos incurvus (Fig. 8)

T4~ A Canavalia gladiata (Jacq.) DC.
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9. No. 16784, Dolichos soja (Fig. 9)

4 A X Glycine max (L.) Merr.
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10. No. 22775, Cucurbita hispida a. (Fig. 10)
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Fig. 1. No. 07047, Sium japonicum, p.118. Fig. 2. No. 07069, Sison canadense, p.118.

Fig. 3. No. 08037, Allium cepa, p.132. Fig. 4. No. 08044, Allium fistulosum, p.133.
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Fig. 5. No. 08859, Oryza sativa, p.147. Fig. 6. No. 15358, Sinapis cernua, p.261.

Fig. 7. No. 15371, Sinapis japonica, p.24. Fig. 8. No. 16758, Dolicho ncurvus, p-280.
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Fig. 9. No. 16784, Dolichos soja, p.282. Fig. 10. No. 22775, Cucurbita hispida, p.322.
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