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Norihisa Tanaka:
A Origin of the Naturalized Plants Recorded in Kanagawa Prefecture

Abstract. Thus far, 848 species of naturalized plants have been reported in Kanagawa

Prefecture, Japan. In this study, the origin of 700 of these species was successfully traced

to 15 distinct regions worldwide based on descriptions in the “Flora of Kanagawa 2001 (the

Flora-Kanagawa Association, 2001). The proportion of species in each of these regions of

origin was calculated. A high percentage of naturalized plants in Kanagawa Prefecture

originated in Europe, followed by that in North America, East Asia, and South America.

Moreover, a previous study found that high proportions of naturalized plants in the whole

of Japan originated from Europe, North America, Asia, or Central and South America. The

result of the present study suggests that the naturalized plants in Kanagawa Prefecture and

those in the whole of Japan have similar regions of origin.
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