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Occurrence of a Truffle-like Fungus, Rhizopogon roseolus
(Rhizopogonaceae, Boletales) in Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan
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Abstract. A truffle-like basidiomycete, Rhizopogon roseolus, has traditionally been praised as an
edible fungus in Japan. The recent occurrence of the fungus, however, is considered to be decreasing

due to destruction and decrease of coastal forests of Pinus thunbergii, a major mycorrhizal host tree

of R. roseolus. Furthermore, the recent information of the occurrence of R. roseolus in Kanagawa
Prefecture is largely unknown. We newly collected and identified R. roseolus fruitbodies from three
distant coastal areas in Kanagawa Prefecture (i.e., Fujisawa and Yokohama Cities and Oiso Town),
which were dominated by young P. thunbergii trees. We molecularly confirmed the identity of the
Kanagawa collections with the R. roseolus materials collected from other areas in Japan based on ITS

rDNA sequence similarities.
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Fig. 1. Rhizopogon roseolus and its habitat. a. Fruitbodies collected from Fujisawa City (KPM-NC 18079); b. Habitat in Oiso
Town (Oiso-koyurugi-ryokuchi); c. Hymenium (upper part) and basidiospores (arrow) (KPM-NC 18075); d. Colorless,
cylindrical basidium (KPM-NC 18075); e. Outermost peridial tissue (i.e., peridiopellis) composed of broad, pigmented
hyphae (KPM-NC 18075). Hyphal surface is covered with distinct warts (arrow). Bars. a=2 cm, c—e = 10 um.
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