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Museum Educational Program for Schoolchildren: Human Origins and Evolution

AT

Hiroko KUDO-HIROTANIY

Abstract. The study of human origins and evolution from our ape-like ancestors is one of the most exciting

scientific fields for schoolchildren. It is rather difficult to implement the human evolution program in

school education because of lack of real paleoanthropological materials. However, the museum of natural

history is able to carry out free-form learning using various kinds of replica. The author had given lectures

to schoolchildren on human evolution, entitled “From ape to human” .

Eventually, using the casts in the

collection at the museum of natural history, we are able to follow the evolution of our small branch of the

Tree of Life. The author summarized the result of 7-years lectures, and reconfigured a new learning program.

This report introduces the process of these educational works and submits some interesting insight about the

partnership activities between schools and museums.
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