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Abstract. Developmental history and the current aspect of the Japanese museums in relation
to the social functions are summerized to point out the special recognition of the role of the
museums as an imported culture from abroad in the early stages. The original situation in
the dawn age of the Japanese museums is strongly affected by an intention to show the national
dignity to the foreign countries all over the world. After that the museums became popular in
this country and evolved to play an important role to promote the social condition, i. e. social
education, life-long education and informal education.

The natural history museums are much concerned with the nature conservation in the
modern world. Collection of the museum items to be studied and also to be displayed have
been severely restricted in natural materials. Therefore, introduction of the technical
innovation of plastic replicas seems to become one of the main motion of museum management.
Nothing to say that the museums have to be opend to the public in a wide sense. Visual
presentation has, however, been too much applied to the museum display. Nowadays we
must care about this situation to prevent an inconvenience of the people who bears some
handicapped conditions.

Barrier-free policy has, then, became popular in the society via hands-on method, a sort of
normalization, and is evolving to the universal presentation to all the people who are interested
in the museum items and activities. Here, we call this social trend as the B-N-U evolutionary
series of the museum management concept.

Generally speaking, museum management stays still in an insufficient status in Japan.
The financial difficulties to keep enough staff and collection of specimens may be the most
severe condition. This is mainly caused by a certain poor system in the social education of the
country on one hand, and partly by a great diversity of the museum situation on the other.
Natural history museums have to contribute not only to the local society in various ways of
life-long education but also to promote better understanding of our planet, the earth.

The museum services to the society in a wide sense must therefore be much developed in
the forthcoming 21 century to satisfy the cultural function for the society.

Key words: Museum development, museum items, barrier-free, normalization, universal,
social function, museum management, plastic replicas, B-N-U series, museum services.
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