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Affiliative relationships among female primates

in relation to the social structure
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Abstract. Affiliative relationships among female primates are reviewed from the two points of

view;one is a variety of social interactions among non-related females, and the other is a pattern of

grooming network. Social interactions among non-related females show a steady tendency of rank-

related attractiveness. This is prominent in cases of matrilineal multi-male troop. Analysis on grooming

network leads to two clear-cut features of female bond in relation to male status in the social network.

Factors influencing these two main results are discussed.

Key words : female-female interaction, grooming network, clique size, network size, rank-related

attractiveness
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