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Communal care of offspring in captive marmosets and tamarins

Hiroko Kupo-HIROTANI & Tomoo YOSHIMURA
(Kanagawa Prefectural Museum ; Japan Monkey Centre)

Abstract Infant-carrying behavior of parents and older siblings was observed in the
captive groups of red-handed tamarin (Saguinus midus), black eared marmoset (Callithrix
penicillata), and white-faced marmoset (C. geoffroyi). For all these species, group members
other than mother showed infant-carrying frequently. The pattern of division among group
members was various corresponding to the group composition, especially to the number and
age of older siblings. Among older siblings, elder siblings did carrying more frequently than
younger ones. No particular bonding was observed between the infants and the care-taker.

As the infant grows up, care-taker’s interest to the infant decreased but their rejection
increased. On the other hand, the infant continued to depend upon the care-taker. So, there
occurred frequent conflicts between them. Parents and elder siblings tended to carry the
twin together. Duration of twin carrying was longer than that of single-carrying. These all
results were discussed from the viewpoints of body weight difference between infants and

care-takers, and the burden of infant-carrying.
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Pattern of infant transfer
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