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A Note on the Japanese Sea Lion, Zalophus californianus japonicus (PETERS, 1866),
Living on the Coast of the Miura Peninsula, Kanagawa Prefecture

Kazue NAKAMURA
(Laboratory of Zoology, Kanagawa Prefectural Museum, Naka-ku, Yokohama 231)

Abstract  From pubulished accounts of the Edo and Meiji periods, Japanease sea lions
(Zalophus californianus japonicus) apparently once lived around the coast of Sagami and
Tokyo Bays of the Miura Peninsula, Kanagawa Prefecture. Sea lions of Ashika-jima (so
called sea-lions rocks) in the Miura Peninsula might not been disturbed by the native people,
while they have been hunted by guns at least 100 years since 1720 by the government officers
from Edo. They may have finally disappeared until the end of Meiji period although the real

cause of extinction is unknown.
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