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A Report on Meat-eating Behaviour of the Tree Sparrow in Zoos

Kazue NAKAMURA and Kenjiro NAGASE

(Kanagawa Prefectural Museum + Osaka Municipal Zoological Garden)

The Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus L.) is essentially a granivora, specializing
on the seeds of grasses but, just before and during the breeding season, adults
take a proportion of animal food and the young are raised largely on this diet
(Summers-Smith, 1988). Japanese Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus saturatus) is
also omnivorous in their feeding habits (Uchida et al., 1922; Abe, 1969), but evi-
dently some of them will eat meat if they have an opportunity (Nakamura, 1991).

It has been definitely shown by a questionnaire survey made in 1991 that Japa-
nese Tree Sparrow living in zoos, habitually feeds on flesh given to birds of
prey and carnivorous mammals. They intrude into the zoo animal’s cages and sca-
venge the flesh of chiken, pig and horse and fat of those meat. Some young are
raised on the meat. Some sparrows in zoos feed on Antarctic krill and fish.

Though meat-eating behaviour in zoos is limtted to the small population, appa-
rently it is newly obtained feeding habits.
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