Bulltin of the Kanagawa Prefectural Museum (Nat, Sci.), No. 20, pp. 59-66
March, 1991

PFHZEBIZEBL TSRy 7Y HIZONWT

B = B
€D Rvat ey

An Essay on the Japanese Sea Lion, Zalophus californianus

japonicus, Living on the Seven Islands of Izu

Kazue NAKAMURA

(Kanagawa Prefectural Museum)

Many so-called Todo-jima or Asika-jima remain in the adjacent seas of Japan (Table
1. & Fig. 1), where sea lions, namely Japanese sea lion (Zalophus californianus
japonicus) or Steller’s sea lion (Eumetopias jubatus) had clambered above the water
on ledges and rocks. Such rocks called Asika-jima which distributes in the southern
Pacific coast of Japan have been used apparently as habitats to rest or sometimes to
breed by Japanese sea lions.

From published accounts of the Edo period the following information was obtained :
A large number of the Japanese sea lion had bred on Onbase-jima and Inanba-jima,
and also probably on Onohara-jima of the Seven Islands of Izu. It has been hunted
to get its meat and oil by the native people from old times, but the population bree-
ding in the Pacific side of Japan may have become almost disappeared in the 1900's,
probably by over-killing.
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