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Range Expansion of White-breasted Waterhen,

Amaurornis phoenicurus, into Japan and its Colonization

Kazue NAKAMURA

Recent occurrence records of White-breasted waterhen were gathered to investigate
its distributional status in Japan. Results were as follows.

1. White breasted waterhen was a bird of extremely rare occurrence in Japan, which
was only two captured records from Kyushu in 1931 and 1932. However, the birds
became practically an annual occurrence in Japan since about 1970. (See Tab. 1 &
Fig. 1.) About seventy three percent birds of all occurred from March to August
and the highest frequency was in May. (See Fig. 2.)

First breeding record of the species was observed in 1982 and secondly 1987 in
Kyushu, respectively.

2. White-breasted waterhens had never been found by previous surveys(e.g. Kuropa,
1925) which had made extensive collections of the avifauna of the Ryukyu Islands.
It is very difficult to believe that this birds settling in a open-habitat such as gra-
ssy swamps and rice fields, could have been overlooked by that time. They had
newly invaded into Okinawa-jima about 1968-1970 and had been recorded in Iriomote-
jima from about 1975 onward, and now they succeed in colonizing there and they, its
possibilities for population increase is great, today occupy Ishigaki-jima and Yona-
kuni-jima as well.

3. White-breasted waterhen seems to be able to disperse into Japan, possibly aided by
spring-summer prevailing winds. An idea that the bird-producing area does not ori-
ginate in Taiwan but Phillippines, was hypothetically proposed.
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