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Sooty Tern, Sterna fuscata of Japan

Kazue NAKAMURA

Abstract

Nineteen banded Sooty Terns Sterna fuscata have been recovered at the height
of the typhoon season over the western Pacific (July through October) in Japan.
These were birds nearly all from the breeding colonies on the leeward Hawaiian
island groups and Johnston atoll, not including birds from the breeding colonies
on Ryukyu Islands at all where over 6500 Sooty Terns have been banded since
1975. By comparing the dates and localities of recapture with typhoon tracks in
the western Pacific, 17 of them can be directly associated with typhoons (See
Table 1.). This suggest that occurrence of Sooty Terns beyond the normal limits
of their pelagic range toward the mainland of fapan is generally the results of
the disturbance by typhoons.
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