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The Food Habit of Japanese Serow Capricornis crispus crispus

(TEMMINCK), in the Basin of River Takase, the Japan North Alps.

Hanji CamBA* + Yoshihide YAMAGUCHI

Summary

Using eight specimens of Japanese serow Capricornis crispus crispus found
dead in the basin of the River Takase, the Japan North Alps from 1968 to 1974,
the stomach contents were analysised, and also based upon the data obtained by
some field observitions on Sept., 1973 and June, 1974, the plants grazed or browsed
by the species were reported. As the results of the investigations, total species
of the plants eaten by Japanese serow were 95 species consisting of 38 families in
the study area.

It seemed that in snow season Japanese serow had some tendency to feed mainly
on Needle-leaved trees, Sasa sp. and Carezx spp., and in early spring on ferns
desides Sasa sp. and Carex spp., while in snowless season, they feed mainly on
the various parts of deciduous broad leavad trees and the cauline tops of flower-
ing plants. )
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Table 1-1. Plant species browsed or grazed by Japanese serows.
Locality Higashizawa honzawa Parts of the
Family name Scientific name Japanese name plants eaten
LILIACEAE Tricyrtis perfoliata tamagawahototogisu LieB.
SALICACEAE Salix sachalinensis onoeyanagi L.T.
BETULACEAE Alnus firma var. hirtella miyamayashabushi L.T.
POLYGONACEAE Polwgonum cuspidatum itadori B.L.
CERCIDIPHYLLACEAECercidiphyllum magnificum hirohakatsura LT
RANUNCULACEAE Clematis stans kusabotan L.B.
SAXIFRAGACEAE Astilbe thunbergii var. congesta toriashishoma Bl
A. thumbergii var. congesta hanachidakesashi B.L.
forma bandaica
Hydrangea paniculata noriutsugi L.T.
H. macrophylla var. megacarpa ezoazisai L.C.
ROSACEAE Aruncus dioicus var. kamtschticus yamabukishoma B.L.
Potentilla togasii echigoki jimushiro L.B.
Rubus crataegifolius kumaichigo L.T.
R. microphyllus var. miyamanigaichigo L.T.
subcrataegifolius
R. yabeil miyamaurajiroichigo L.B.
Filipendula multi juga shimotsukeso
Prunus apetala var. lilosa okucyo jisakura L.T.
ACERACEAE Acer sieboldianum kohauchiwakaede L.T.
A. rufinerve urihadakaede L.T.
A. ukurunduense ogarabana L.T.
ACTINIDIACEAE Actinidia kolomikta miyamamatatabi L.T.
ONAGRACEAE Epilobium angustifolium yanagiran L.
ARALIACEAE Aralia elata taranoki L.B.
TROCHODENDRACAEA Trochodendron aralioides yamaguruma B.C.
CMBELLIFERAE Angelica genufiexa ohbasenkyu F.L.
CADRIFOLIACEAE Sambucus sieboldiana var. niqueliiezoniwatoko BuleTs
Viburnum furcatum ohkamenoki L.T.S.
Weigela hortensis taniutsugi L.T.
LABIATAE Leucosceptrum japonicum tenninso L.B.
SCRORHORARIACEAE Veronicastrum sibircum kugaiso L.B.
CAMRANULACEAE Adenophora remotiflora sobana B.L.
A. triphylla var. japonica tsuriganeninjin L.C.
COMPOSTAE Artemisia montana yamayomogi L.B.
Eupatorium chinensis var. yotsubahiyodori B.L.
sachalinensis
Asler ageratoides var. harae yamashirogiku Fulis
forma leucanthus
Picris hieracioides var. kozorina LaB.
glabrescens
Polystichum retroso-paleaceum sakageinode Ls
Table 1-2.
Locality Ichinosawa
CRAMINEAE Sasa senanensis kumaizasa L.
SALICACEAE Salix bakko yamanekoyanagi I
S. sachalinensis onoeyanagi L.T.
BETULACEAE Alnus firma var. hirtella miyamayashabushi L.T.
POLYGONACEAE Polygonum cuspidatum itadori L:B.
SAXIFRAGACEAE Astilbe thunbergii var. congesta toriashishoma L.B.
ROSACEAE Rubus yabei miyamaurajiroichigo L.T.
Filipendula kamtschalica onishimotsike LB
ACTINIDIACEAE Actinidia arguta sarunashi L.
ARAALIACEAE Aralia elata taranoki L.B.
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UMBELLIFERAE Angenufiexa ohbasenkyu
ERICACEAE Rhododendron brachycarpum hakusanshakunage

Vaccinium smallii ohbasunoki

V. hirtum usunoki

Menziesia pentander koyorakutsutsuji
LABIATAE Plactranthus kameba var. hakusankamebahikiokoshi

hakusanensis

Leucosceptrum japonicum tenninso
CAMRANULACEAE Adenophora remotiflora sobana

Campanula punctata var. hondonis yamahotarubukuro
COMPOSITAE Solidago virga-aurea var. asiaticaakinokirinso

Cacalia adenostylopdes kanikomori

Eupatorium chinensis var. yotsubahiyodori

sachalinense

Picris hieraciodies var. kozorina

Plagiogyria matsimureana yamasotetsu

Dryopteris austriaca shiranewarabi

Table 2-
Locality Higashizawa

SALICACEAE Salia sachinensis onoeyanagi
POLYGONACEAE Polygonum cuspidatum itadori
CHODENDRACEAE Trochodendron aralioides yamaguruma
CERCIULACEAE Cercidiphyllum magnificum hirohakatsura
RANUNICULACEAE Cimicifuga simplexsarashinasyoma sarashinashoma
CRUCIFERAE Cardamine appendiculata hirohakonronso
SAXIFRAGACEAE Hydrangea paniculata noriutsugi

Ribes japonicum komagatakesuguri
ROSACEAE Aruncus dioicus var. kamtschaticusyamabukishoma

Filipendula multi juga shimotsukeso

F. kamtschatica onishimotsuke

Prunus grayana uwamizuzakura

Sorbus cammixta nanakamado
CELASTRACEAE Euonymus oxyphyllus forma magnus ezotsuribana

E. sieboldianus var. sanguineus yumotomayumi
ACERACEAE Acer ukurunduense ogarabana

A. rufinerve urihadakaede
ACTINDIACEAE Actinidia kolomikta miyamamatatabi
ARALIACEAE Aralia cordata udo

A. elata taranoki
ERICACEAE Menziesia pentandra koyorakutsutsuji

Tripetaleia paniculata hotsutsuji
LABIATAE Leucosceptrum japonicum tenninso
SCROPHULARIACEAE Mimulus sess ohbami zohozuki
CAPRIFOLIACEAE Sambucus sieboldiana var. miqueliiezoniwatoko

Viburnum furcatum ohkamenok i
CAMRANULACEAE Campanula punctata var. yamahotarubukuro

hondoensis
COMPOSITAE Eupatorium chinense var. yotsubahiyodori
sachalinensis

Aster ageratoides var. ovatus nokongiku

Senecio nikoensis sawagiku

Cacalia adenostyloides kanikomori

Artemisia montana yamayomogi

Cirsium babanum var. otayae tateyamaazami

Remarks; L. Leaves, B. Buds T. Twigs, F. Flower, C. Culms,

L.F.

L.C.B.

L
L

L.B.T.
L.B.
B.C.
L.B.T.
L.B.
L.B.T.
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Table 3. List of plants found in the stomach contents of the Japanese serows.
Locality Scientific name Japanese name Dry wt. Eﬁrtsloft
sateh °1'E

TAKASE 1 Tsuga diversifolia kometsuga 0.5g Ls Ts
Chamaecyparis obtusa hinoki 1.3g Ls Ts
Sasa senanensis kumaizasa 2.5g L. C.
Ilex sugerokii var. brevipeduncnlato akaminoinutsuge 0.5g L.
Trochodendran aralioides yYamaguruma 0.2¢g L.
Rhododendron kaempferi yamatsutsuji 0.29g Bi. T
unidentified 61 .5¢g

TAKASE 2 Tsuga diversifolia kometsuga Hix L.
Larix leptolepis karamatsu E Ls
Sasa senanensis kumaizasa 0.2g Lys
Betula grossa yogusominebari 0.3g L
Quercus mongolica var. groseserrata mizunara 2.9g L. T.
fur lump
unidentified 60.0g

TAKASE 3 Tsuga diversifolia kometsuga 1.4g L. T.
Sasa senanensis kumaizasa 0.3g L. C.
Shortia soldanellides iwakagami 0.L4g L.
Daedaleopsis purpurea miiroamitake 5.8g
unidentified 50.2¢g

TAKASE 4 Tsuga diversifolia kometsuga 1.3¢g L. Ts
Sasa senanensis kumaizasa 0.9¢g L. C.
unidentified 11.0g

TAKASE 5 Tsuga diversifolia kometsuga 0.2g L. T.
Pinus densiflora akamatsu 2.9g L
unidentified 15.0g

TAKASE 6 Tsuga diversifolia kometsuga l1.2g L. T.
Chamaecyparis pisifera sawara 0.7g L. T.
Sasa kurilinsis chishimazasa % L.
Carex morrowii var. temnolepis hosobakansuge 0.8¢g L. C.
Lindera unbellata var. membranacca ohbakuromo ji 0.9¢g T. B.
Rumohra mutica shinobukaguma *x L.
Moss sp- *®
unidentified 13.6g

TAKASE 7 Tsuga diversifolia kometsuga 1.2g L. T.
Pinus parviflora var. pentaphylla kitagoyo i L.
Thuja standishii kurobe *% L
Sasa senanensis kumaizasa b L.
Carex dolichostachya miyamakansuge 0.9g L. C. F.
C. morrowii var. temnolepis hosobakansuge
Rumohra mutica shinobukaguma ik L.
unidentified 11.1g L.

TAKASE 8 Tsuga diversifolia kometsuga 0.lg e
Sasa kurilensis chishimazasa ¥ L.
Carex morrowii var. temnolepis hosobakansuge O0.1lg L.
Viburnum furcatum ohkamenoki 0.5g Te B

unidentified

13-69
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Fig. 3.
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Poly gonum cuspidaotum gra-
zed by Japanese serows.

=RV HEY AOFESEAT Some feeding ground of Japanese serows.
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Fig. 5. =+ v #Ey H2DOAJE Plant species browsed or grazed by Japanese serows.
1. Filipendula kamischatica =3 &/ 2. Aralia cordata v7 ¥ 3. Artemisia montana
Y23 EX 4. Actinidia kolomikta I x~<~<4% % 5. Cirsium babanum var. otayae ¥ 5
= 7Y



36

X

TEEWE,
w5

SEH -

i K
AW,

T IEA,
=R,
7KEFEEE,

HTEY -

FH O =AY Ry AORHE

ik

1968. BITILHEEIZ BT A=k v A E Y A OBEOEA. WILEMFMEEE, 4 120—25.
1974. Japanese Serow in the Wild. Wildlife, 10 :451—458.

BEETEC « IR — « THERER » =THIERE « HPEIRG < IL)IIESE, 1973. =k AEL 7
OAIRIZEBT BEREIZOWT. BARTKFEE FEACE, 30 1 23—36.

1972, JREE#FOEYAE. 18 BIRAYHEE, 17 1 39—170.

1971, FHRKRILERE AR BRRIIRD = & v 7 F v 5. TREERS B REHTIR S, 17—
21.

ANE R, 1970, BENE=F Y EY AOBANEY. WADWFHEE, 5 : 80—81.
1974. =k v AEY HOEWED 2. BAWIIEM, 3 :134—135.

1973. REHF OIS, WAEFMEEE, 5 ¢ 205.

H B, 1970. =78 ¥ 7% > n OEEENHZE. HLOBEK, 276—321. )1,

[FETF—ER « AE £, 1963. $HEILIRFLEE. $HEELIRE AR FHEREE, 51—56.
IO EET « AbRZEE « S B, 1974, FHRILBUCEBE T3 =R Y XY IOBEAEMIZOWT. #

FNES TS (AR 7 1 81—88.



