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Quaternary Deposits of the Tama Hills and Shimosueyoshi Upland, Central Japan
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Atsushi Nozaki ', Tomohiro Kasama? , Fumikatsu NISHIZAWA® & Kiminori TAGUCHI ®

Abstract. This report is a geological review of the Quaternary deposits of the south to middle Tama Hills
and Shimosueyoshi Upland in Kanagawa Prefecture, central Japan. The Quaternary deposits of the Tama
Hills and the Shimosueyoshi Upland consist of the Kazusa Group, Sagami Group and their equivalents, in
ascending order. And they are covered widely with the Kanto Loam, fall deposits of pyroclastics. The Kazusa
Group, the early Pleistocene forearc basin-fill deposits, in the western part of the Tama Hills are mainly
composed of beach to estuary sequences formed under the influence of glacio-eustatic sea-level changes.
Alternatively, the Group in the central to southern part of the Tama Hills and the Shimosueyoshi Upland
are mainly composed of beach to bathyal deposits, being without definite influence of glacio-eustatic sea-
level changes. The depositional age of the Kazusa Group is estimated by the key tephra beds, microfossils,
and paleomagnetism. The Middle to Late Pleistocene Sagami Group and its equivalents, partly covering the
Kazusa Group in the central to southern part of the Tama Hills and the Shimosueyoshi Upland, are mainly
composed of shallow marine to terrestrial deposits, which are covered by the Holocene terrace deposits. The

alluvial lowlands distributed along rivers were formed controlled by tectonic activity and glacio-eustatic sea-

level changes.
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