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Miki Okubo, Teizoh Hobo and Noriko Tamura:

Vegetation Types Selected by Alien Formosan Squirrel in Kanagawa Prefecture

Summary: The spread of an alien Formosan squirrel (Callosciurus erythraeus thaiwanensis) in Kanagawa
Prefecture is expected to give serious impacts on the native species, especially for the Japanese squirrel. To estimate
the further expansion and to find the clue of control, the vegetation types selected by the Formosan squirrels were
investigated in Yokohama Nature Sanctuary, Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture including various types of
vegetation. Six radio-tracked individuals selectively used the area including broad-leaved evergreen trees, but
Japanese cedar plantations and shrubs were also used in case the broad-leaved evergreen trees were insufficient
within their home ranges. The selected patches by each individual tended to have more number of large evergreen
trees and more number of tree species. Forest treatment such as weeding and thinning in plantation and urban
remnant forests may be effective to decrease habitable sites of the Formosan squirrel.
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