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Tadao Sakiyama, Hiroshi Senou, Kiyoshi Chai and Narutomo Iwase:
An Occurrence of the Basking Shark, Cetorhinus maximus
(Lamniformes: Cetorhinidae) from Sagami Bay in 2016,
and Previous Records of the Species in Japan

Abstract. A female basking shark (5710 mm TL), Cetorhinus maximus (Gunnerus, 1765)
(Lamniformes: Cetorhinidae), was collected from a set net off Chojagasaki, Sagami Bay, on
29th March 2016. This occurrence represents the fourth record and largest specimen of
the species collected from the bay. The frequency of occurrence in Japanese waters appears

to be decreasing in the 21st century.
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Measurements:

1 Total length 5710 (3%)
2 Pre—first dorsal—fin length 2570 (%)
3 Pre—second dorsal—fin length 3960 (%)
4 Prepectoral—fin length 1180 (%)
5 Prepelvic—fin length 2780 (%)
6 Preanal—fin length 3680 (3%)
7 Head length 1250 (3%)
8 Eye length 50

9 Preorbital length 335
10 Preoral length 360
11 Prenarial length 265
12 Mouth length 450
13 Mouth width 526
14 Internarial space 135

15 Nostril width 65

16 Trunk height 930
17 First dorsal-fin base 640
18 Second dorsal—fin base 175
19 Pectoral—fin anterior margin (right) 1052
20 Pectoral—fin base (right) 331
21 Pelvic—fin anterior margin (right) 447
22 Pelvic—fin base (right) 491
23 Anal—fin anterior margin 230
24 Anal—fin base 170
25 Caudal—fin peduncle height 165
26 Dorsal caudal-fin margin 1242
27 Preventral caudal—fin margin 270
28 Subterminal caudal—fin margin 118
29 terminal caudal—fin margin 216
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