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Yukiya Ogata and Ryota Kamai: Distribution and habitat of Leucopsarion petersii
in Sagami Bay, Japan, with new distributional records (Gobiidae)

Abstract: Leucopsarion petersii Hirgendorf, 1880, a gobiid species dependent upon healthy coastal and river/riverbed

environments, has been designated as an endangered species in many regions of Japan, due to the decline of such habitats.

The current report provides information on the species in the Sagami Bay area, where data on its distribution and habitat data

are poor, and incorporates new findings. In addition to previously documented locations, supported by voucher specimens

(Shimoyama River and off Hiratsuka City, Kanagawa Prefecture), and locations determined from visual records only (Maeda

River, Kanagawa Prefecture), new voucher based records were obtained for the coast of Chigasaki City, and the Kodo and

Tagoe rivers (all Kanagawa Prefecture). Records were also obtained for the Morito and Hikiji rivers (Kanagawa Prefecture)

based solely on interviews. However, L. petersii remains poorly known, necessitating continued monitoring, particularly of

anadromous individuals migrating to rivers during spring.
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1. Images of Leucopsarion petersii from Sagami Bay, central Japan. A: Shimoyama Riv., YCM-P 2994 (preserved); B: Godo
Riv., KPM-NR 265011 (immediately after captured); C: Chigasaki Beach, KPM-NI 91018 (fresh); D: Tagoe Riv., KPM-NR 265013
(immediately after captured); E: Tagoe Riv., KPM-NI 91013(fresh). Photos by Y. Ogata (A), R. Kamai (B), S. Tatezawa (C and E)
and T. Nishimura (D).
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Table 1. Records of Leucopsarion petersii from Sagami Bay, Japan

Locality Date

Habitat

Voucher no. Remarks

Previous records

Shimoyama Riv., Hayama Town, Kanagawa Pref. 26 Apr. 1963

Estuarine zone

Prince Akihito (1972),
Hayashi (1989)
Hayashi (1989): only visual

YCM-P 2994 (6 specimens,
32.6-36.6 mm SL, Fig. lA)*

Maeda Riv., Yokosuka City, Kanagawa Pref. 9 Sep. 1988 Estuarine zone No vouchers .
observation
. Honda et al. (2024): since 2021,
Off Hiratsuka City, Kanagawa Pref. 13 Mar. 2022 Marine KPM_NI 18171183 the catch amount has been
(5 m depth) (5 specimens) . .
increasing
This study
Morito Riv., Hayama Town, Kanagawa Pref. 27 Apr. 2013 Estuarine zone No voucher specimens Visual observation
summer or

Hikiji Riv., Fujisawa City, Kanagawa Pref. automn in 2022

Estuarine zone

No voucher specimens Visual observation

Godo Riv., Kamakura City, Kanagawa Pref. 5 Apr. 2023 Estuarine zone KPM-NR 265011 (Fig. IB)  Photograph
. . . . Sandy Beach, KPM-NI91018 (1 specimen, .
Chigasaki Beach, Chigasaki City, Kanagawa Pref. 4 Mar. 2025 marine 38.1 mm SL, Fig. 1C) Landing individual
Tagoe Riv., Zushi City, Kanagawa Pref. 25 Apr. 2025 Estuarine zone KPM-NR 265013 (Fig. ID)  Photograph
Tagoe Riv., Zushi City, Kanagawa Pref. 27 Apr. 2025 Estuarine zone KPM-NI91013 (1 specimen, Died immidiately after capture

42.0 mm SL, Fig. 1E)

*newly measured
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