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Shun Hirose, Kei Matsumoto, Maho Horie, Hiroki Yuasa, Yuichiro Nakae and Tomohiro
Ichinose: A record of Japanese badger Meles anakuma Temminck, 1842 at Keio
University Shonan Fujisawa Campus, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan

Abstract: This study reports the latest observation of the Japanese badger Meles anakuma Temminck, 1842 in the south-
eastern part of Kanagawa Prefecture, recorded by a trail camera at Keio University Shonan Fujisawa Campus (SFC) on April
24, 2025. The captured individual, estimated to be an adult, was seen foraging briefly before moving into a forested area. The
SFC covers 31 hectares, including 13 hectares of mixed evergreen and deciduous forest, wetland biotopes, and grasslands that
support high biodiversity. Although the Japanese badger has been known to inhabit mountainous areas such as Hakone and
Tanzawa, recent records from urban and suburban areas—including the Honson area of Chigasaki City and the Mirokuji area
of Fujisawa—indicate a wider distribution. The badger’s appearance at SFC is likely related to breeding-season movements or
dispersal by a young individual. As the south-eastern part of Kanagawa Prefecture has undergone extensive urbanization, the
SFC remains one of the few large and continuous green spaces, functioning as an important habitat and corridor for medium-
sized mammals. Long-term camera-trap surveys conducted from 2016 to 2025 have recorded 9 mammal species, including
raccoon Procyon lotor Linnaeus, 1758, raccoon dog Nyctereutes procyonoides viverrinus (Temminck, 1838), and masked palm
civet Paguma larvata (Smith, 1827), confirming the ecological significance of this campus within an urbanized landscape.
Although this is a single observation, it represents a valuable record for understanding the range expansion and habitat use
of the Japanese badger in suburban area in Japan. Continued monitoring and landscape-scale research are needed to clarify
population trends and to promote the conservation of native wildlife in the south-eastern part of Kanagawa Prefecture, where

remaining green networks play a critical role in maintaining biodiversity.
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