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Ryotaro Kobayashi, Daisuke Suzuki and Satoshi Awata: Documentation of the
continued presence of the Japanese fire-bellied newt (Cynops pyrrhogaster)
in Aikawa Town, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan

Abstract. The habitat of the Japanese fire-bellied newt Cynops pyrrhogaster has declined significantly across Kanagawa

Prefecture over the past several decades, and the species is listed as “Endangered Category I”” in the Kanagawa Red Data Book

(2006). In Aikawa Town, Aiko District, C. pyrrhogaster was previously considered abundant. However, since 1994, only

sporadic records have indicated the presence of the species in Aikawa Town. To clarify the current status of the population,

field surveys were conducted in July 2022, July 2023, and March and April 2024 at a riparian wetland adjacent to the Nakatsu

River. The species was consistently confirmed in all four surveys, with three adult individuals collected in 2024. These

findings suggest that rare species or local populations, such as the Japanese fire-bellied newt, may persist in remaining riparian

wetland habitats.
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