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A Synonym in the Mordellid Genus Glipa
(Insecta, Coleoptera) from the Ryukyus

Masatoshi TAKAKUWA

(Kanagawa Prefectural Museum)
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Abstract The type specimens of two mordellid beetles, Glipa masatakai Cuvjo
and Glipa sauteri Pic, are figured. The former species is treated as a junior synonym

of the latter.

A mordellid species, Glipa masatakai Cutio, 1960, from Nakanoshima Is. of the To-
kara Islands of the Ryukyus has hitherto been treated as an independent species (No-
MUra, 1966 : Takaxuwa, 1985) or a subspecies of G. sauteri Pic, 1911 (Nowmura, 1963).
However, the true taxonomical situation of this species has not yet been clarified,
because it has not only been rediscovered but also an allied species, G. sauteri, is
distributed in the type locality of G. masatakai. Recently, I have had a chance to
examine the type specimen of G. masatakai through the courtesy of Prof. Masataka
Sats. In the result, it became clear that G. masatakai is a mere pubescent variation
of G. sauteri. Therefore, the former species will be arranged herewith as a junior
synonym of the latter.

Before going further, I wish to express my hearty gratitude to Prof. M. Sato of Na-
goya Women’s University for his constant guidance and encouragement on the present
study, and to Dr.J.J. Menzr and his neighbors, Museum National d’Histoire, Naturelle,
Paris, for their kindness in permission to examine Pic’s Collection of Mordellidae. Deep
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Figs. 1-4. Glipa sauteri Pic. ——1. G. sauteri, 5, from Nakanoshima Is.; 2. G. masatakai

(=G. sauteri), type, 5 ; 3. G. sauteri, 5, from Taiwan; 4. G. sauteri, type, 2.
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Fig. 5. Male genitalia of Glipa masatakai (=G. sauteri), type. (Scale: 0.5mm.)

thanks are also due to many Japanese entomologists suplying with materials.

Glipa sauteri Pic

Glipa sauteri Pic, 1911, Deutsch. Ent. Nat.-Bibl,, 2 : 190. ——XKono, 1928, Trans. Sapporo nat. Hist.,
10 :31; 1936, Fauna Nipponica, 10 (8-1): i5, 18, fig. 10. ——Nowmura, 1963, Icon. ins. japon. Col.
nat, ed., 2:247, pl. 124, fig. 9; 1966, Ent. Rev. Japan, 18:47. Takakuwa, 1976, Elytra, Tokyo,
3:15; 1985, Coleoptera of Japan in Color, 3:379, pl. 65, fig. 25.

Glipa (Macrogluipa) sauteri sauteri: Nomura, 1967, Ent. Rev. Japan, 19:8.

Glipa masatakai Cut;o, 1960, Niponius, Takamatsu, 1 (8):1, fig. ——Nowmura, 1966, Ent. Rev. Japan,

18:47. ——Taxkakuwa, 1985, Coleoptera of Japan in Color, 3:379. (Syn. nov.)

Glipa sauteri masatakai: Nomura, 1963, Icon. ins. japon. Col. nat. ed., 2:247.

Specimens examined in my collection. Taiwan: 322, Kenting Park, 3. V. 1971, K.
Sakar leg.; 12, Sulo near Palin, 19. VIIL. 1978, T. Suimomura leg.; 588 42 2, Sankuang,
17-28. VII. 1978, same, Ishigaki Is.: 19, Yonehara, 4. VI. 1973, K. Axivama leg.; 138,
same, 16. VI. 1973, J. Komiva leg.; 3835, same, 19. VI. 1973, K. Axivama leg., Amami-
Oshima Is.: 12, Ohgachi, 26. VI. 1968, K. Sakar leg.; 15, Hatsuno, 24. VI. 1971, H.
Taxesmita leg.; 19, same, 28-31. VI. 1972, M. Kusox: leg.; 1053512, Chuo-rindo, 25.
VI. 1979, T. Kamaxar: leg., Nakanoshima Is.: 10853, 12-15. VII. 1974. T. Sewo leg.; 18,
20. VIL. 1975, T. Kosaxa leg.; 12, 18. VII. 1986, N. Kosavasur leg.; 19, 23, VII. 1986, H.
Funra leg., Yakushima Is.: 38319, Miyanoura, 20-22. VII. 1968, M. Takakuwa leg.;
12, Ohkawa, 24-26. VII. 1976. S. Inokawa leg.

Distribution. Taiwan, Ishigaki Is., Amami-Oshima Is., Nakanoshima Is. of the To-

kara Iss., Yakushima Is.
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Variation. The type specimen of Glipa masatakai from Nakanoshima Is. is ap-
parently distinguished from specimens in Taiwan (type locality of G. sauteri) by the
following points: 1) body in male smaller, rapidly and almost straightly attenuate api-
cad; 2) elytral posterior whitish fascia not only strongly inclined, 3) but also barely

connected with basal maculation along suture though very thinly; 4) basal maculation
of elytron more closed to each other. Of these, 3rd point seems to be somewhat char-
acteristic to the type specimen though in some specimens from Nakanoshima and
Amami-Oshima the fascia fairly extends anteriorly along suture, and the others are
not always peculiar only to Nakanoshima’s specimens. First point distinctly appears in
Nakanoshima’s specimens, but is more or less recognized in specimens from Amami-
Oshima and Yakushima. Second occurs in Nakanoshima’s and Yakushima’s usually,
but also sometimes or rarely in Amami-Oshima’s, Ishigaki’s and Taiwan’s. Forth is
fully variable, rather gradually becomes more distinct towards northeastern region.
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