Bull, Kanagawa Pref. Mus., No. 19, March 1990

1Y FAY T RV ABIZB 2 Nautilus o355

®ooB B H
(CEE I = Rvar27):)

Nautilus pompilius Drifts on the Northeast Coast

of Sumba Island, Indonesia

Yoshiaki MATUSHIMA

Summary

During one of the overseas scientific research projects “Sea-level changes in the
Pacific and the Indian Oceans”, we had an opportunity to collect more than 170 post
mortem drift specimens of Nautilus pompilius on the northeast coast of Sumba Island,
Indonesia, in August 1989. Here the occurrence of the drifts from this shore as well
as the ecological characteristics of these specimens are reported with a short note
on the distribution of dead Nawutilus shells in the environs of Sumba Island. This
report is the first record on the Nautilus drifts around Savu Sea. There has been
very few reports of occurrence from Flores Sea, Savu Sea and Timor Sea between Java
Island and Timor Island.

The drifts were found above the present high tide level and are thought to have
been thrown up on the beach by high surfs with strong winds. The time of drifting a
shore seems to range from fairly early to very late on the basis of degree of damage
of the specimens. Detailed description of the state of the damage is given in this
paper. The supposed long range of the time suggests that the people of this island
had not any interest with Nautilus shells. The average distribution density is one
specimen for about 12m along shoeline. This shows the densest value, about twice
of the one at Ko Tautao Island, Thailand, reported in 1965. The diameter of the drift
shells ranges from 2.5cm to 22.5cm.  The average size of the adult shells is larger
than that of N. pompilius in the middle Pacific and corresponds to that of N. belau-

ensis in Palau. This may be noteworthy.
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